Asking for and Negotiating the Price
For our next task, we are going to work in pairs to ask for, learn, and negotiate the price of
certain marketplace items. First, let’s review some key vocabulary and “chunks” of language that

we need.

Vocabulary we need in the marketplace

Salutations and politeness (a quick review):

Hola, buen dia.

Hola, ;cémo esta?

Buenos dias... / Buenas tardes... / Buenas noches...

(Cuanto? How much?

(Cuanto es? How much is it?

(Cuanto es esto? How much is this?

(Cuanto cuesta? How much does it cost? (Cuanto vale? How much is it
(worth)?

(Cuanto cuestan? How much do they cost? (plural)

Specitying which things:
Esto/ Esta This (Cuanto vale esto?  How much is this?
Eso/ Esa That (Cuanto es eso? How much is that?
Este/Esta This... (before noun) (Cuanto cuesta este pantalén?
(Cuanto vale esta camisa?
Estos/Estas These...(before noun) (Cuanto cuestan estos pantalones?
(Cuanto valen estas camisas?
Ese/Esa That ...(before noun) (Cuanto cuesta ese pantalon?
(Cuanto vale esa camisa?
Esos/Esas Those ...(before noun) (Cuanto cuestan esos pantalones?

(Cuanto valen esas camisas?

(Otherwise, just point with your lips ya’ll. They’ll understand you!)

Helpful vocabulary

manzanas apples cebollas onions

bananas bananas perejil parsley

nueces nuts cilantro cilantro

galletas crackers uvas grapes

pescado fish papas potatoes

carne meat

arroz rice

chancletas  flip-flops tela cloth

sandalias sandals correa, cinturon belt




camisa shirt aretes, pendientes earrings

pantalon pant collar necklace
short short pulsera bracelet
medias socks cadena chain
cuadro painting, art piece

bolso bag

mochila backpack

Chunks of language

Es muy caro. Es muy cara. It’s very expensive.

Demasiado caro. Demasiado cara.  Too expensive.

Te puedo ofrecer / pagar.... I can offer / pay you .... Te puedo pagar diez.
Le puedo ofrecer / pagar... I can offer / pay you .... (formal)

Quick numbers review:

Uno 1 Once 11 Veintiuno 21 Treinta y uno 31 ...
Dos 2 Doce 12 Veintidos 22 Cuarenta 40
Tres 3 Trece 13 Veintitrés 23 Cincuenta 50
Cuatro 4 Catorce 14 Veinticuatro 24 Sesenta 60
Cinco 5 Quince 15 Veinticinco 25 Setenta 70
Seis 6 Diez y seis 16 Veintiséis 26 Ochenta 80
Siete 7 Diez y siete 17 Veintisiete 27 Noventa 90
Ocho 8 Diez y ocho 18 Veintiocho 28

Nueve 9 Diez y nueve 19 Veintinueve 29

Diez 10 Veinte 20 Treinta 20

Money:

Dolares

Pesos

Bolivares fuertes

Florines (Aruba)

(Most countries in the Caribbean and Latin America use the dollar or the peso currency name.
But some have unique currencies. For example, in Costa Rica they use colones. It is important to
learn about the currency before you go).

Negotiating

Yo te puedo dar X. [ can give you X.

No no, es muy caro. Diez.  No, no that’s really expensive. Ten. (or other)
(Qué tal 5?7 How about 5?

[Teeth sucking] — universal for “too much” whilst bargaining

[Teeth sucking + pointing of lips] — universal for “fool don’t play”




